
Position Statement: Should Rosemont Copper Mine Be Permitted? 
 
A position statement describes one side of a debatable viewpoint. When writing a position statement, 
the author gathers reasons (evidence) to support a particular viewpoint (claim) to make their position 
clear to their audience. 
 
Your thesis should answer the question “Should Rosemont Copper Mine Be Permitted?”. 
 
§ This is and evidence-based writing assignment, in which you will need to make at least three 

claims based on evidence from three separate articles. 
§ Your claims must paraphrase, quote, or summarize evidence from an article using MLA in-text 

citation style. 
§ You will also need an MLA style work cited section at the end of your position statement.   
 
• Start your evidence-based position statement by stating your thesis.   
• Then write a brief summary of the situation regarding the proposed Rosemont Copper Mine.   
• This will require a brief description of an open-pit copper mine and its operation.  
• Next, to strengthen your argument, integrate the evidence that supports your claim (thesis).   

o It is important to find reliable, relevant evidence to support your claims.   
o In this case you will use the articles that we discussed in class. 
o Include the authors point of view or the point of view of any person they interview or 

discuss in the article.   
 

§ Integrating Evidence (MLA in-text citation style) 
o Quoting - Use a direct quote from the original source (keep these very short) 
o Paraphrasing - Rephrase the quote in your own words 
o Summarizing - Using only the main points of the source in your own words 

 
• The final step to your position statement is to restate your thesis, briefly summarize your claims 

and evidence, and maybe provide a call to action.   
• Length requirement: You should be able to do this in about three good paragraphs. 
  
Example MLA In-Text Citation 
Arizona Daily Star reporter Tony Davis explained that [insert paraphrased evidence from article here] 
(“Rosemont, homebuilders”). 
 
Example MLA Work Cited 
Davis, Tony. “Rosemont, Homebuilders Would Benefit from Trump's Proposed Water Rule 

Change.” Arizona Daily Star, Arizona Daily Star, 12 Mar. 2017, tucson.com/news/local/govt-
and-politics/rosemont-homebuilders-would-benefit-from-trump-s-proposed-water-
rule/article_c27db7a9-c6af-57c4-af9b-93668f969b5f.html. 

 
Turnitin.com 
You will submit this assignment on Turnitin.com.  All Submissions must have a similarity report of 
25% or lower.  Resubmissions will be accepted, but keep in mind that sometimes you must wait 24-
hours to resubmit.   

 



 

Should Rosemont Copper Mine be permitted? 
Article #1 Rosemont, homebuilders would benefit from Trump's proposed water rule change 

 
https://tucson.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/rosemont-homebuilders-would-benefit-
from-trump-s-proposed-water-rule/article_c27db7a9-c6af-57c4-af9b-93668f969b5f.html 

Article #2 Proposed Tucson Copper Mine Threatens Habitat for Endangered Jaguars and Ocelots 
 
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/proposed-tucson-copper-mine-threatens-habitat-for-
endangered-jaguars-and-ocelots 
 

Article #3 Manuel and Elías: Rosemont mine would bring devastation to Southern Arizona 
 
https://tucson.com/opinion/local/manuel-and-el-as-rosemont-mine-would-bring-
devastation-to/article_d55e8126-206d-5e11-bb28-2d1d60d674a8.html 
 

Article #4 Stopping The Rosemont Copper Mine 
 
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/rosemont/ 
 

Article #5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosemont_Copper 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosemont_Copper 
 
 

Article #6 Judge won't reconsider his ruling stopping the Rosemont Mine 
 
https://tucson.com/news/local/judge-won-t-reconsider-his-ruling-stopping-the-rosemont-
mine/article_f57a0ac1-58a2-50a6-b3b8-d3ee6cff978b.html 
 
 



 

 


